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About MIR

MIR AFSAR ALI aka just MIR is a radio jockey, emcee, television host,
actor and singer. With over 16,000 hours (over a period of 21 years) of Radio
programming experience, Mir is arguably the most popular FM Radio Jock-
ey in Bengal and Eastern India. His nationwide radio campaigns for Radio
Mirchi have not just won hearts all over India but also grabbed a number of
prestigious advertising awards.

Mir raised the bar of Bengali news reading with the first private News
program on regional TV, Khas Khabar, which started airing in 1998.

Mir has been an impresario for corporate shows and events of the na-
tion’s top business houses within and outside Bengal. Having compered over
3500 Live shows, he is undoubtedly one of the most prolific emcees in India
over the last 21 years.

Mir is also the lead vocalist of a band called Bandage.

When he’s not busy anchoring, he takes classes on Radio & TV presenta-
tion skills for aspiring youngsters, many of whom have gone on to become
News anchors or models on popular Bengali channels.

Mir has also been presenting his own brand of comedy on a show called
MIRAKKEL on Zee Bangla for the last 9 years. It has completed 8 seasons.

Movies by Mir

1. The Bong Connection
2. Chaplin

3. Obhisopto Nighty

4. Bhuter Bhobiswot

5. Aschorjyo Prodip

6. Sesh Anka
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“Mir and I started in 1994, when private companies were giv-
en slots in All India Radio’s main frequency. We started together
and it was 1994, that’s when I first met him. At that point of time,
we were in radio station called Times FM. Times FM had shows
in three languages in Kolkata, i.e. English, Hindi and Bengali and
I used to do the English shows and he was doing Bengali. I don’t
think he had even finished college then. He was really young, some-
thing like 20 years. His shows in Bengali were very different than
his style now. When he sturted he was funny off the mic, but on the
mic hed do emotional kind of shows, very warm and emotional,
connected to music. I didn’'t know Bangla music, as I was mostly
doing English music, but he dealt with Rabindrasangeet, Hemanta,
Bangla film songs. He went to Assembly of God Church and lived
in Ripon Street, and I think when he was in school, he was one
of those guys who would always do shows on stage. He was just a
natural mimic, whod always do drama and things like that. He was
also a very good writer. He was gifted with words. That was may be
the phase of his career from 1994 to 1997 or 1998 and then I think
he was so naturally talented, natural showman and so spontane-
ous, and quick witted, he started doing shows in Kolkata. He was
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the MC (master of ceremonies) for tons of shows in the city. After
that he left Times FM and carried on a career freelancing, doing
shows and he might have even done some telefilms for all T know.
By then Radio Mirchi began and that was the full privatization of
FM radio. EM stations could own their own frequencies and we
were 98.3. I used to be an English RJ and was made the Program-
ming Head of the Kolkata Station. I said we’re only launching the
Kolkata station, if we have him back and he’s gonna do the prime
time show, the Breakfast show. I always thought this guy was an
absolute killer and I was determined to get his funny side back,
not the image which people knew of him before. He has a huge
humorous side. He’s a natural mimic and hed just make all of us
laugh at office just by mimicking people. Hed mimic me, he was
hilarious. He was into the Bappy Lahiri spoof and so he killed the
show. He was fantastic. I made him to do a natural character, and
he ran a show called Pappi Da Ka Gaan. He actually went on trans-
lating Bappyda’s songs into English and sang them with his accent.
It was hilarious. It was played across the radio mirchi network and
he was in the Breakfast show and he’s doing it, my goodness for
almost a decade, 12-13 years. Meanwhile he has done so much. He
started Mirakkel on TV, which I've seen a few episodes and I find
it really funny too. One of the few key points about him is that he’s
extremely spontaneous. He’s the kind of guy who even can write
very good scripts. But to be honest, he doesn’'t need scripts. He just
does stuffs spontaneously. One of the natural born talents. I think
what has also happened is radio has become a lot more informal,

its form and he has that naturally. He is a workaholic. I don’t know

when he sleeps.”
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“There’s bit of a history to that. Mir keeps mentioning or rath-
er used to mention in some of his events also. Mir! Oh when I had
first come across hiny, or shouid T use the word - ‘discover™ Weli,
for my case it was a discovery, in the sense, it was the discovery
of his voice. This was long before he became what he is today — a
known face, a personality, a known voice for radio and television.
He was the R] then, working in a radio station (now I can’t remem-
ber the name) where he had joined straight out of college, or may
be if 'm not mistaken, he was still in college. I used to then work
for an advertising agency named J. W. Thompson. At that time it
was known as Hindustan Thompson. I had left ]. W. Thompson
and started making advertising films. Those days we made mostly
corporate films, as television commercials were hardly made from
Kolkata. A big component of these corporate films was voice-overs.
For a long time, people were not making these kinds of films from
Kolkata, hence standard voice over artists were not available. So
we had to go to either Bombay or Delhi to record these. But I was
quite desperate about finding someone from Kolkata itself. So one
day, I heard Mir’s voice over the radio. The commercial that I was
shooting was a bilingual or a trilingual. So Mir just was perfect, as
he can speak in more than one language. I found out where their
office was and I landed up there and met him. It was early 90s,
something like 94 or 95, and we did the recording. So that’s how
the association began.

“Slowly he became really famous as a radio jockey. But no one
knew his face. His television debut was, if 1 remember correctly
was ‘Hau Mau Khau. Somewhere around this time, in one of the
episodes of ‘Hau Mau Khau, I saw some glimpses of his mimicry.
I was then doing a series of commercial for a biscuit company,
in which I was using a few characters like Bappi Lahiri, Mithun
Chakraborty, P. C. Sorcar and Rituparno Ghosh. Mir would be
excellent in doing their mimicry. The other three looks didn’t work
out, I had written a script on Ritu and we had done a make-up
test. Make-up wise Ritu’s character worked out better so did not go
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ahead with others. We actually shot that and eventually it was aired
and it generated some amount of reactions. Unlike Bombay where
people are used to these kind of a thing — 1ts a long tradition
there, but here in Kolkata — I don’t think people quite liked it. And
Mir started pushing the whole thing. He started doing things on
award functions, as he’s quite open about these issues. One thing
I really admire in him that, he makes strong political insinuations
which actually displeases a lot of people. Apparently Ritu took this
very sportingly specially in public. In fact at some point of time,
I also thought that perhaps it was not a good idea, for the others
it was just a behavioural thing but whatever it is there was a big
public spat between the two.

“But without talking about further controversies, let me zoom
into Mir now. As I always thought why he wasn’t doing films, cause
by that time he was almost doing everything. He was a stand-up co-
median, he was a television anchor hosting shows, he was a mimic,
he had his own band and he was a voice-over artist. But apart from
guest appearances in Bong Connection, there was not much of Mir.
I thought he was always capable of a little more and when ‘Bhooter
Bhobishyat’ came and frankly for that particular Bhutoria’s role,
one guy who would have fitted the role was Romada, Romaprasad
Banik. But he was very unwell, which was one thing, and secondly
when this character was being described, everyone was saying this
was Romada’s role. So I realized that it would be too much of a
type-casting and he’s done that to death. I had seen some of Mir’s
mimicry in various kinds of characters and I realized that for the
first thing his Hindi was good and secondly this obangali Bangla he
would be able to do that very well. And I really had this gut feeling
that he would be perfect for this. So I said, it was Mir for sure, but
a lot of people asked me to take Romada as it would be safer. But
in the first reading, at least to me, it was quite clear that, it was Mir
who would do the role. For Mir there was also quite a substantial
kind of role for him as well.
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A ©ITR, @Fo! [4fSe FA #ita2 Tt ok weml I I g
0o 2 911 Aed adie Gy fAfehm M was like 80% there.
So by the time he came to set hait ot the stutt was done. it was 1n
fact very smoothly done. The only problem was that, just before the
shoot, I realized that there was a timing problem. He has the radio
job in the morning so he can only be in the shooting after a certain
point of time. So that was the initial problem as to how to squeeze
things after hed come which was around 12.”

TIF wE A FE AW B e NG 1 @ @@ean
S 21 B! WSS I (AW (R | ZFCS! W B <1 =
fcafest | 5@ B @uw sTewres T4 e vefecew, wifi TR
SICE A M IFCs AN A, QA IS RN AT,
&7 FAGTE T FFT T 7T R N, O 1§ ey Ao
AT FCE WA (I F99 G0 | (5@ S =18 5910, €3 ofenie
& T (w55 ©4me u32 7% Srewd | grod oRe’-ug
TFE oW Ao U 1 FE TN 18 OF FAE O
e =} M6y &Alo FA | FEE, “For my second film [ want-
ed him somewhere, It was a very small bit in which he was there”
| e Im M @ afeqw, G2 et @F T« Fo0! (70!
TACST (TG ATBETE BT I (FT TS AT 1 A AT
Te@ T e we @'b'@lﬂ, “The role which he had played in
‘Bhooter Bhobishyat’ was a caricaturist, almost a stereotype, and
for this film T wanted a stereotype and raricatnre is more nf his
forte. He is genuinely good at it. When it comes to serious acting,
serious roles, I do not know if he would be interested in taking a
plunge into it, as he’s so busy with other things.”
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